
SPACE PLANNING/PROGRAM/

DESIGN CONCEPT 



Diagrams

Adjacency (Bubble) 

Diagrams

Adjacency relationships

Primary

Secondary

Bubble diagram is a free-standing 

programming diagram, usually not place within 

context



(Ballast, 2002)Bubble Diagram 



(Karlen, 1993)

Bubble Diagram 



Diagrams

Pati Diagrams

Represent the basic organizational scheme –

The big Idea!!

Express the essence (abstract) of the solution 

without getting into detail

Helps establish a sound and appropriate 

approach 



(Rengel, 2003)

Parti Diagram



(Rengel, 2003)

Parti Diagram

With Components

Domains – The reason people go there

Centers – Special activity areas within the domain

Arrival Space – Primary point of entry

Path - Main Path(s) – Primary circulation,       

usually defines organizational scheme

Secondary Path(s) – Hierarchy related  to main 

path

Nodes – Related to path

• Junction

• Activity

• Landmark



(Rengel, 2003)

Parti Diagram

Procedure

Assign components to activity areas 

Remove actual activity 

Abstractly develop Parti diagrams using several 

organizational schemes:

Centralized

Radial

Linear

Cluster

Grid or not

Re-assign actual activity areas

Evaluate with concept statement guidance.

Test through functional diagram – Block diagram 

applied to Parti.



(Rengel, 2003)

Parti Diagram

With Components

Domains (D)

Centers (c)

Arrival Space (a)

Main Path(s)

Secondary Path(s)

Nodes (n)





Diagrams

Functional Block Diagrams

• Outgrowth of the Parti Diagram

• The test of the Parti Diagram

• “The addition of the Block diagram sq. 

ft. requirements to the Parti Diagram”

More comprehensive

Specific decisions about placement, size, and 

relationships of functions

Functional Diagrams responding to Parti

Diagrams force you to create meaningful 

places



Block Diagram



Parti
(Without

Components)

Functional

(Rengel, 2003)



Diagrams

Graphics for Diagrams

Clarity of content – all spaces shown        

and delineated clearly 

Clarity of intention - so others may       

understand it

Economy of means – Keeping

information simple

Hierarchy defined

Grammar
• Bubbles / rectilinear

• Lines and arrows – circulation

• Special “symbols” to represent special spots 

or events 



(Rengel, 2003)



(Rengel, 2003)



(Lin, 1993)



programming

The analysis of the program and project 

requirements is called 'programming'. 

Programming involves research, data 

gathering, qualitative and quantitative analysis 

of user needs and spaces including the site.

Programming serves as the primary guide for 

space planning because programming determines 

the range of functions, use, and activities and 

standards for space allocation, configuration 

and layout (such as ergonomics, codes) to be used 

in planning. Thus, it's the analysis phase of design 

where the parameters of design are established.



Program analysis/space description





Concept statement

A strong design statement is specific, and 

discusses the actions you will take to meet your 

client’s needs. Your statement should include 

both your intentions and goals for the space 

and the specific strategies you’ll use to 

accomplish them.

Keep the concept statement to one 

paragraph consisting of three or four 

sentences. The concept statement is not the 

complete plan; rather the wording is used to 

easily explain the idea, the design.



Concept statement samples



Concept statement samples



Concept statement samples



Concept statement samples



Concept statement samples
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